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We travel lots of roads.
Superhighways, dusty county roads,
Crowded main streets.

Every road leads somewhere,

But only one road leads Home.

The sixty-six books of the Bible
Lead the earnest traveler to the
Ultimate destination.

No road compares to the

“Eternal Route 66.”

— Clark Williams
(The Author’s Brother)
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This book could not have been written without the sup-
port of the Elders of Live Oak Community Church, of
Lubbock, Texas. It was their idea for Ann and me to take a
sabbatical. They gave me the encouragement and time off
to travel and write. Staff members of Live Oak kept things
going during our month-long sabbatical, and helped
immensely during the months of the completion of the
project. The Teaching Team covered for me during our
Route 66 trip, and continue to share the teaching load.

I also want to express appreciation to our entire family
who has been so supportive through this experience. My
brother, Clark, wrote the poem that appears on the back
cover. His wife, Dendy, is largely responsible for the idea
of linking Route 66 to the sixty-six books of the Bible. Rich
our son, as always, has been a great encourager, supporter
and creative thinker. He also serves as our web-master,
with encouragement and input from his wife, Johanna. My
parents, Dick and Mary Williams, have supported with
their prayers, encouragement, and belief. I am grateful,
beyond words for the heritage they gave me in Route 66.
Ann and I are also blessed with the most supportive and
encouraging sisters and brothers-in-law you could ask for:
Charl and Tommy; Patty and Brent; and Rose.

Dozens of people in our church have made unique con-
tributions to the completion of this book. Charlie and Betty
Waits, Tom and Cathy Lehtinen, Roger and Rosanna
McLain, and Herb and Renee’ Waits invested financially in
this endeavor. Our Small Group has been faithful with
prayers, support, and help of every imaginable description.

The CARS Ministry of Willow Creek Community
Church provided us a reliable car, at a more than reason-
able price.
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Thanks to the men and women who own or work in
businesses, volunteer for organizations and events, all
along Route 66. These people are dedicated to keeping its
memory and reality alive. So many of those gracious peo-
ple shared their stories with us, and inspired us to keep
writing.

Warren Martin, thank you for wise counsel regarding
writing a book, and for your creativity and excellence in
designing and producing the cover. We are grateful to our
friend Karissa Greathouse, who donated hours of creative
work in designing the photo pages.

Thanks to our proof readers: Rosanna McLain, Kay
Coffman, Shane Gentry, and Marsha Vaughn. Also, to Patty
Smith, Ann’s sister, who proofed the first few chapters,
hosted us in Tulsa, and encouraged us to keep writing.

John Lew, thanks for taking the photos of Ann and me
at the Metro Diner in Tulsa.

Words cannot express the appreciation in my heart for
Ann — my traveling companion, writing cohort, editor, co-
laborer, co-adventurer, best friend, partner, and the love of
my life. She deserves a fabulous reward for putting up with
my entrepreneurial adventures, which, somehow, always,
inevitably involve multiplied hundreds of hours of work
and mountains of emotional investment from her.

My deepest gratitude is to my Lord, Jesus Christ. He is
the joy in the journey and the hope for the destination. He
is the author and finisher of the Eternal Route 66.

Dedicated to Live Oak Community Church, Lubbock, Texas.
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Two roads have had a profound influence on my life.
Since 1970, the road that leads through the 66 books that
make up the Bible, “The Eternal Route 66,” has been my
primary manual for overall direction and understanding of
life. In 1999, T began seeking to satisfy a desire to rediscov-
er the old highway, known as U.S. Route 66. The “Mother
Road” had shaped my life since childhood in ways that T
still do not fully understand.

That rediscovery process eventually led to a month-
long trip to experience the entire Historic Route 66, some
2200 miles, over a period of about 22 traveling days. My
wife, Ann, and I flew to Chicago, purchased a car, and
traveled “America’s Highway” from beginning to end. In
the context of that trip, we sought God's purpose for peo-
ple, as it is revealed through the pages of scripture. This
book represents my earnest effort to share both roads with
the reader. I hope that the roads will have an equally posi-
tive and life-giving impact on you.

Our journey will be organized according to the books of
the Bible, beginning in Genesis, working our way through
the Old Testament, then crossing over into the New
Testament. In the New Testament, we will work our way
from Matthew to Revelation. For a complete list of the
Books of the Bible, see page xi. My purpose in writing is not
to present a comprehensive study of the entire Bible.
Instead, I simply want to touch base briefly in each book
for a primary verse or passage that reveals a portion of
God’s purpose for man. The continuity of that purpose and
the consistency of'its presentation throughout the 66 books
of the Bible are amazing.
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The simultaneous journey will also go primarily east to
west, from Chicago to L.A. There will be occasional circle
backs when an experience back up the road serves to illus-
trate and bring to life the Bible passage being visited.

So buckle up and get ready for the road trip of your life,
the Eternal Route 66.
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Old Testament

2 Thessalonians

Genesis 2 Chronicles Daniel
Exodus Ezra Hosea
Leviticus Nehemiah Joel
Numbers Esther Amos
Deuteronomy Job Obadiah
Joshua Psalms Jonah
Judges Proverbs Micah
Ruth Ecclesiastes Nahum
1 Samuel Song of Songs Habakkuk
2 Samuel Isaiah Zephaniah
1 Kings Jeremiah Haggai
2 Kings Lamentations Zechariah
1 Chronicles Ezekiel Malachi
New Testament

Matthew 1 Timothy

Mark 2 Timothy

Luke Titus

John Philemon

Acts Hebrews

Romans James

1 Corinthians 1 Peter

2 Corinthians 2 Peter

Galatians 1 John

Ephesians 2 John

Philippians 3 John

Colossians Jude

1 Thessalonians Revelation
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Albuquerque, NM 96-97,99,146

Albuquerque Arboretum 95,96

Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta 96

Allan’s Pub & Grub 11

Amarillo, TX 89,100,135,204

Ash Fork, AZ 139,142,145

Azusa, CA 199

Barney’s Beanery 200

Barstow, CA 191

Best Western Desert Villa 191

Best Western King's Inn 174

Best Western Rail Haven 32

Best Western Trade Winds
Courtyard Inn 73

Blue Hole 78,91

The Blue Whale 44,50

Books of Bible xi

Bridgeport, OK 74

Budget Deluxe Motel 23

Burma-Shave 39-42

Cadillac Ranch 89

California Route 66 Association
Museum 192

Canyon, TX 135

Carlinville, 1L 16,17

Carthage, MO 34,41,161

Chain of Rocks Bridge 196

Chambless, CA 187

Chicago ix,x,1,2,5,31,52,54

Church Rock 103-105

Claremore, OK 46,49

Clinton, OK 73

Colorado Boulevard 200

Corvette Club (Orange County)
195-196

Collinsville, IL 22

Colter, Mary 118-119,169-170

Continental Divide 101

Coolidge, NM 101,103

Cross Art Piece by Dendy
Williams 48

Cross (of Christ) 75-77,80,95,99,
100,120,127,141,142,186
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Dead River 111

Devil’s Elbow Bridge 21,26,31

The Downtowner Motel 10

East St. Louis 22,23

Edmond, OK 59,64,67,71

El Rancho Hotel 105-106,110

Elk City, OK 77

Emma Jean’s Holland Burger
Café 190,192,195

Endee, NM 89

Essex, CA 185

Fenner, CA 185

Foothill Boulevard 199

Foyil, OK 44,54

Frankl, Victor 162

Fun Run 138,144,160,166,173-174,
179,195

Gallup, NM 99,102,105,109

Georgian Hotel 198,201

Glenrio, TX 89

Goffs, CA 185

Grand Canyon 118,128-132,136,137

Grand Motel 152

Granny’s Sawmill Café 25,27

The Grapes of Wrath 8,93

Griffith, D.W. 105-106

Griftith, Raymond E. 105-106

Groom, TX 75,100

Hamon, Lucille 69-70

Harvey, Fred 118,169-170,191

Helendale 191

Holbrook, AZ 117

Hollywood, CA 1,169,200

Hybels, Bill 52,141

Hydro, OK 66,69

Iyanbito, NM 103

Jedro’s Wagon Wheel Restaurant
182,183

Joplin, MO 35,46

Kamp’s 62,71

Kingman, AZ 138,139,144,146,152,
160,166,168,173-176,178-179,195

La Posada 114,116,118-119,169



La Quinta Inn 77,92

Lake Michigan 2

Lakeshore Drive 2,204

Leadership 22-24,45-55,98

Litchfield, IL 17

A Look at the Book 49

Los Angeles 1,54

Lou Mitchell’s 2,4-5

Lubbock, TX 135,168,174

Lucille’s 66,69-70

McManus, Erwin 18,37

Marsh, Stanley 89-90

Meramac Caverns 2,9

Mississippi River 22,196

Mojave Desert 180,185,188

Mohave River 192

National Old Trails Highway 191

Needles, CA 178,180,183,185

Oatman, AZ 37,172,176,
177-178,185

Ocean Avenue 198,200,201,204

Oklahoma City, OK 20,57,62,
66,71

Oklahoma Route 66 Museum 73

Old Log Cabin 11,82,88

Oro Grande 191-192

Ortega, Anna 110

Painted Desert 115

Palisades Park 200-201

Palo Duro Canyon 135

Park Lake 91

Pasadena, CA 199-200

Payne, Andy 44,54

Petrified Forest 115

Pontiac, IL 2,10-11,82,88

Pony Bridge 74

Presley, Elvis 73-74

Preston, Sue 59

Querino 108,111

Red Rock State Park 103

The Rock Café 58-60

Rolla, MO 21,23,24,25,26,
31,71

INDEX

Route 66 Traveler's Guide and
Roadside Companion 20,35,64,
96,105-106,185-186,187-188

Revuelto Creek 84-85

St. Louis, MO 17,22,23,196

San Jon, NM 84-85

Santa Anita Park 199

Santa Monica, CA 5,62,168,196,
198,200

Santa Monica Boulevard 200

Santa Rosa, NM 77-78,84,91,92,
93,146

Satan 74

Seaba Station 56,59-60

Seabiscuit 200

Seizing Your Divine Moment
18,37

Seligman, AZ 146,173

Snyder, Tom 19-20,35,64,96,
105,177,185,187

Springfield, MO 31,32,35

Stafford Inn 59-60

Steinbeck, John 8

Stroud, OK 56,58-59

Swindoll, Charles R. 49,70

Thoreau, NM 101

Tijeras Canyon 96

Topock, AZ 178

Tulsa, OK 46,49,57,146

University of Missouri at Rolla 21

Victorville, CA 190,192,196

Waynesville, MO 21,31

War Admiral 200

“When I Die” by Blood, Sweat,
and Tears 74

Williams, AZ 129,139,153

Williams, Clark iii,49

Willow Creek Association 155

Willow Creek Community
Church 52,141

Winslow, AZ 3,111,114,116,121,169

Wishing Well Motel 6,7,8

Wolfe, George 200

207



SOMJ"CQJ

Chapter 1, Page 8 - John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath (New
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o Limit Your traveling each day to less than 200 miles.
o Take it slowly.

o Patronize Route 66 businesses for meals, motels, food,
souvenirs, all your needs.

o Obtain accurate maps and directions. You can contact the
state Route 66 Associations. (Linked on our web site
www.eternalroute66.com)

» See ERG66 list of Motels below. (Also linked on our web site)
o See ER66 Restaurant Index, page 210.

Ohur Host Motels

The Downtowner Motel, Pontiac, 1L

Carlin-Villa Best Value Inn, Carlinville, IL

The Budget Deluxe Motel, Rolla, MO

The Best Western Route 66 Rail Haven, Springfield MO
The Holiday Inn, Joplin, MO

Stafford Inn, Edmond, OK

La Quinta Inn, Santa Rosa, NM

Monterey Non-Smokers Motel, Albuquerque, NM
El Rancho, Gallup, NM

La Posada, Winslow, AZ

The Grand Motel, Williams, AZ

The Best Western Kings Inn, Kingman, AZ

The Best Western Desert Villa Inn, Barstow, CA
The Georgian Hotel, Santa Monica, CA

(Go to www.eternalroute66.com for links)
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In Geographical Order East to West
(Page number listed, if mentioned in this book)

Chicago, IL
Lou Mitchel's - 5,8
Skylite Family
Restaurant — 8
Braidwood, IL

The Polka Dot Drive In - 10

Pontiac, IL
Allan’s Pub & Grub - 14

Old Log Cabin - 14,70

St. Louis, MO
Garavelli’'s Cafeteria

Rolla, MO

Granny’s Sawmill Café - 25,27

Galena, KS

Pickle Jean's Café
Tulsa, OK

Metro Diner
Edmond, OK

Ted'’s Escondido Cafe
Stroud, OK

The Rock Café - 49,50
Arcadia, OK

Hillbillee Café
Oklahoma City, OK

Kamp’s Grocery - 62,71

Ann’s Chicken Fry House
Elk City, OK

Country Dove Tea Room
McLean, TX

Wagon Wheel Café

Red River Steakhouse
Amarillo, TX

Big Texan Steak Ranch

Blue Front Café

J&M Route 66 Café

210

Wildorado, TX

Randy’s of Wildorado,
Adrian, TX

Route 66 Midpoint Café

(Has an excellent gift store)
Santa Rosa, NM

Joseph'’s

Comet IT Drive Inn

Restaurant

Silver Moon Restaurant
Albuquerque, NM

Lindy’s
Winslow, AZ

The Brown Jug
Flagstaff, AZ

The Downtown Diner

Galaxy Diner
Williams, AZ

Pine Country Restaurant
Kingman, AZ

Mr. D’s - 160

El Palacio
Needles, CA

Jedro’s Wagon Wheel
Restaurant - 182,183
Ludlow, CA
Ludlow Cafe
Victorville, CA
Emma Jean’s Holland
Burger Café - 147
West Hollywood, CA
Barney’s Beanery — 153
Santa Monica, CA
Blueberry Bakery & Café
Kua ‘Aina



Ahout the _Author

Chuck and Ann Williams are frequent travelers of
Route 66. In the photo above (taken by John Lew of Tulsa),
they pose in front of the beautiful neon sign at the Metro
Diner in Tulsa.

Chuck, Ann, their son Rich, and a handful of friends
founded Live Oak Community Church, in Lubbock, Texas,
in 1993. Chuck currently serves as Senior Pastor of this
contemporary, relevant, and dynamic church. Rich now
lives in Dallas with his wife Johanna.
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